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VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE DEMO
SAM HOUSTON PARK

The Demo Backdrop

The Southern View From the HABA Demo Sit!

A BIG HABA
THANKS

A big HABA thanks goes
to Bob Hensley, Ed
Malmgren, Guido
Schindler, and Dave
Koenig for representing
HABA, to Pat Bossart
for working with the

fire marshals, to Alice
Collette, Executive
Director of The

Heritage Society at Sam
Houston Park and her

The demonstration venue The HABA setup for this staff for making us feel
for the Houston Institute downtown demonstration at home, and to Pat
for Culture was at The was different from the Jasper and her staff
Heritage Society at Sam norm in three ways. for inviting HABA to
Houston Pa'rk. The . take part in the
demonstrations of three First, HABA had twenty Vil

different crafts were an four feet of table space for Architecture and the
adjunct program for a show-n-tell items. In Building Arts in
seminar at the Houston addition to the usual table e

downtown library titled: items for a demonstration,

Vernacular Architecture HABA purchased and

and the Building Arts in displayed about sixty dollars
Houston. There were three worth of manufactured

other craft demonstrators, balusters and related
two for wood carving and a fittings. The intent was to
plasterer. focus the demo on 'store
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bought' versus hand made
elements used in the building of
railings.

Second, because of ongoing
conversations among, the venue,
HABA and the Fire Marshall's

Office, HABA clearly roped off a
minimum area of twenty five feet

by twenty five feet. Combustibles

and members of the public were

not permitted within that area.

One forge was used for the
demonstration and it needed to

have a hood. As it turned out, the
forge hood worked very well. It

kept the smoke exiting the forge above
head height. All the problems of dodging
smoke during a demonstration were just
about eliminated.

permit costs two hundred and fifty dollars
and the cost of a fire marshal to standby
for four hours is another two hundred and
fifty dollars plus sixty dollars per hour
thereafter.

Three, for the first time since HABA
demonstrated within the City of Houston
with an open burning permit, no standby fire
marshall was required. In general, a fire

It is HABA's hope that the standby fire

marshal will not be required at future hot

forging demonstrations within the City of
Houston.

The demonstration was
scheduled from 10 AM to 4
PM. Bob and Dave met
downtown about 8:00 and
managed to find parking spots
amongst a large crowd
gathering for another event.
All of the equipment needed
to be hauled about two
hundred feet into a

courtyard. Bob made the move
a lot easier with utility wagon
he brought.
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S Ed Malmgren

ke

Everyone was ready to go by 10:00. As few
people began to pass by it started to
sprinkle. Part of the display table was
covered and the sprinkle turned into a
drizzle. That was how things went,
sprinkling and drizzling, until we were given
the word to pack about 2:30. A few minutes
into the packing process the precipitation
stopped for the day.

As you may be thinking correctly, not many
people took the time to stop and talk about
our craft in the drizzle. However, the fifty

or so people who did stop, were very
interested in what we were doing.

September 12, 2009

In addition Ed and the curator of the venue
talked a lot. It seems The Heritage Society
was offered a complete blacksmith shop
recently and turned it down because they
did not know anyone who could help them
setup a shop. Ed suggested that they see if
the shop was still available and if yes, to
approach HABA.

At the end of the day, Alice Collette,
Executive Director of The Heritage Society
expressed a desire to have HABA take part
in their annual Christmas event. If The
Heritage Society can get another open
burning permit, HABA may have an
invitation for their Christmas event.

HABA had a very successful day working
with a few visitors and two nonprofits, the
Houston Institute for Culture and The
Heritage Society at Sam Houston Park.
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