David W. Koenig
7418 Branch Point

Houston, Texas
77095-2649

February 24, 1997
To: Distribution

Re:  February 22, 1997 Meeting Of The Proposed Houston Area Blacksmiths' Association

Seventeen people very interested in art and craft of blacksmithing met at the Tudor Forge near
Magnolia, Texas on Saturday February 22.

The purpose of the meeting was to determine the amount of interest in forming a Houston Area
Blacksmith's Association. After about three hours of discussion with everyone involved a con-
sensus seemed to evolve around the following issues:

. The Houston area should have a blacksmith's organization.

. The name of the organization will be the Houston Area Blacksmith's Association...until
we all agree on something better.

. The focus of the group should be the learning and teaching of general blacksmithing
skills.

. Meetings should focus on hands-on demonstrations where everyone has a chance to try
out some new technique at the forge.

. There seemed to be a particular interest in learning how to make tools.

. Meeting locations were discussed. There appear to be several that can be used now or in

the future. They are: The Tudor Forge, George Ranch, Jesse Jones State Park, The French Mu-
seum in Beaumont, and possibly some other local shops. Dave Koenig will explore the possibili-
ties of the George Ranch in more detail.

. The group will meet again on Saturday, April 19, 1997, at the Tudor Forge in Magnolia,
TX.

There were a couple of things discussed for which no consensus was reached. These issues are:

. How should HABA be organized? There are several ways this could be done like: 1. No
formal organization, 2. Affiliate with TABA or ABANA, 3. Become a new and separate organiza-
tion all together. Dave Koenig and Kip Coe will explore these options and make a recommenda-
tion to the group.

. How should the group be financed? To what degree should the group be financed? This
issue is still to be resolved. The Seed $ Can managed to bring in $10.



I think the meeting was a wonderful success. We accomplished a number of things as noted
above and we have a number of issues to work on. As we get more involved and understand the
resources of the group, the workload can be divided up more.

Please send any questions or comments about this meeting summary to me in one of the ways
below:

Home Address: 7418 Branch Point

Houston, TX

770951
E-Mail Address: 76021,3660@CompuServe.Com
Telephone: Home - 281-855-2869

Work - 281-293-2519

Sincerely,

Dave Koenig
/dw

Enclosure
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CLIP THIS OUT AND PUT IT ON THE REFRIGERATOR

HABA MEETING
APRIL 19, 1997



9:00 AM

TUDOR FORGE

Bring your own curiosity, willingness to learn and teach, something to eat and drink, someone
else interested in smithing, etc. If you have a forge, coal and tools, bring those too and enjoy

the day. Directions to the Tudor Forge attached.

Please bring safety glasses with side shields!
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Distribution:

Lester Cain Edward Cotton Bruce Fuller

5851 Valley Forge Box 1441 1305 S. Airhart Dr.

Houston, TX Huntington, TX Baytown, TX

77057 75949 77520
281-427-1848

Rogers Collins Kip Coe Sharon Heathcock

812 Bauer 26714 Decker Prairie RH Rd. Box 218

League City, TX Magnolia, Texas Dobbin, TX

77573 77355 77333

281-332-4712

Gary Hilton Josef Kamberling Larry Newbern

5179 Kingfisher 4219 Richmond Ste. 214 4918 Foster School Rd.

Houston, TX Houston, TX Needville, TX

77035 77027-6838 77461

713-351-7814

Matthew Renfrow Bill Peck Mark Schmidt

905 Willard 98 Dennis Street 7422 Beaumont PI.
Houston, TX Houston, TX Houston, TX

77706 77001 77049-2102

Robert Wall Byrom Wehner Jason Neumann

5911 Bihia Forest Dr. Box 889 14503 Chestnut Falls Dr.
Houston, TX Waller, TX Cypress, TX 77429

77088 77484-8890 77429

713-445-7936

713-6277560

713-721-1550

409-7934362

281-259-2687

Doug Block Johathan Kruger John Soares
17850 Kitaman 27330 Decker Prairie Rh Rd. 3139 Ozark
Cypress, TX Magnolia, TX Port Arthur, TX

77429

77355



Frank Walters

6741 Mayard Suite C.

Houston, TX

Jim Wheeler
706 Oak Hill Ln.
Pinehurst, TX

281-259-8193

Melvin Pitchford
12118 Zion Rd.
Tomball, TX
77375
281-351-0021

Daniel McClung
902 Bernard Ave.
Rosenburg, TX
77471
713-342-8396

Antonio Arrendondo
6303 Briar Terrace
Houston, TX

77072

713-530-0591

CC:

Hollis Wollridge
7496 FM 482

New Braunfels, TX
78132

David Grier

281-469-7900
281-807-9933

Troy Stallones
Box 367
Tomball, TX
77377
281-351-7366

Patrick Wornick

3731 Green Meadows
Pasadena, TX

77505

713-998-3520

Joey Jackson

14111 Bay Gardens
Sugar Land, TX
77478
713-277-7067

Dean Arnold
317 McNair
Navasota, TX
77868
409-825-7233

Andrew Quitner
516 Cole St.
Corpus Christi, TX
78404-2904

Howard Owen

2118 W. Cedar Bayou

Baytown, TX
77521

Greg Walkoviak
Box 536
Anderson, TX
77830
409-874-2517

Jesse Kirk

1903 Ripple Creek
Rosenberg, TX
77471
713-344-1891

Jonathan Scudder
702 Terra Plantation
Richmond, TX
77496
713-343-9335

Art Gallagher
13042 Perthshire
Houston, TX
77079-6134



